COVWPUTE

SPSS nmekes it very easy to conpute new vari abl es.
(here, nc_total) nust be 8 characters or |ess,

The nane of your
i ke any other SPSS vari abl e.

There are many functions that you can use for creating new vari abl es.
have denonstrated how to cal cul ate the nean of nany other variables (itens on

the Need for Cognition scale):

conpute nc_total = nean(ncl, nc2, nc3r, nc4r, nchbr, nc6, nc7r, nc8r, nc9r, nclo,

ncll, ncl2r, ncl3, ncl4, ncl5, ncl6r, ncl7r, ncl8)

You can specify nost any type of conputation inmagi nable.
few vari abl es, you could do this:

conpute sum= x +y + z .

For a conplete listing of conpute functions,
Topi cs, Index, "conpute").

Whenever you conpute a new variable, it

vari abl e | abel s
nc_total 'Need for Cognition Total Score'
(If this was a categori cal

Then,
correctly. Here, I'Il
Need for Cognition scale scores,
all cases and (b) all values fall

maki ng sure that

exam ne nc_total
Explore

Total Sample

Case Processing Summary

For

you should take a | ook at the new variable to check that
use the exam ne conmand to | ook at the distribution of

(a) val ues were conputed for
wi thin a reasonabl e range.

i nst ance,

variable, you' d also give it value |abels.)

new vari abl e

Here, |

to add a

see the on-1ine help guide (Help,

is inportant to give it a | abel:

it was cal cul ated

Cases
Valid Missing Total
N Percent Percent N Percent
Need for Cognition
Total Score 106 100.0% 0 .0% 106 100.0%
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Descriptives

Statistic Std. Error
Need for Cognition Mean 3.6771 | 5.612E-02
Total Score 95% Confidence Lower Bound 3.5658
Interval for Mean Upper Bound 37883
5% Trimmed Mean 3.7000
Median 3.7778
Variance .334
Std. Deviation 5778
Minimum 1.50
Maximum 4.83
Range 3.33
Interquartile Range .8954
Skewness -724 .235
Kurtosis .809 .465

Need for Cogniti
Need for Cognition
Frequency
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Stem wi dt h:
Each | eaf:
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