Unbelted Rear Passengers are “Backseat Bullets”

Do you allow unbelted passengers in the back seat?  Using data from nearly 300,000 fatal crashes over seven years, a study warns that an unbelted passenger seated behind a driver amounts to a “backseat bullet”.  In crashes, an unbelted person can slam into the driver and significantly increase both the passenger’s and the driver’s risk of death.  The data collected by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, showed that the odds of death were almost three times higher for the unbelted passenger and two times higher for the driver.  Researchers estimated that a rear seat-belt usage rate of 95% would save more than 800 lives annually and prevent more than 65,000 injuries.

